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SUBJECT: GOT ANNOUNCES THAT LIBYAN AND TUNISIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTERS ARE TO MEET IN TUNIS JUNE 7 
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REF: TUNIS 3896, TRIPOLI 0731, TUNIS 3940 

1 . SUMMARY: GOT HAS PUBLICLY INTERPRETED QADHAFI'S 
JUNE 2 SPEECH AS A "POSITIVE INTIATIVE," AND HAS 
ANNOUNCED THAT THE LIBYAN AND TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTERS 
WILL MEET IN TUNIS JUNE 7, UNDER AUSPICES OF ARAB 

LEAGUE PRESIDENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. TUNISIAN MEDIA ANNOUNCED OVER WEEKEND THAT IN VIEW 
OF QADHAFI'S SPEECH OF JUNE 2, IN WHICH THE LIBYAN 
PRESIDENT REPORTEDLY "EXPRESSED HIS DESIRE TO RESOLVE 
THE CONTINENTAL SHELF PROBLEM THROUGH ARBITRATION AND 
NEGOTIATION AND HIS DETERMINATION TO AVOID A CONFRONTATION 
AMONG BROTHER STATES," THE CURRENT DISPUTE WITH LIBYA 

IS "ON ITS WAY TOWARDS A SOLUTION." THIS WAS 
ANNOUNCED SATURDAY EVENING BY PSD PARTY DIRECTOR 
MOHAMED SAY AH (ALSO MINISTER ATTACHED TO PRIME MINISTER) 
AFTER HE HAD MET WITHPRESIDENT BOURGUIBA JUST BEFORE 
BOURGUIBA RECEIVED LIBYAN AMBASSADOR ZENTANI AT 
PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AFTERNOON OF JUNE 4. 

3. ACCORDING TO SAY AH, BOURGUIBA EXPRESSED TO ZENTANI 
HIS "SATISFACTION" WITH QADHAFI'S JUNE 2 SPEECH. IN 
HEAVILY REPORTED STATEMENT DELIVERED BEFORE A PARTY 
MEETING IN TUNIS, SAY AH SAID PRESIDENT TOOK NOTE OF QADHAFI’S 
"POSITIVE INITIATIVE TOWARDS AVOIDING THE DANGERS OF 

A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES." SIMILAR 
THEME WAS FOLLOWED IN RADIO-TV NEWS COMMENTARY SUNDAY, 
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WHICH TERMINATED IN EVENING ANNOUNCEMENT THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTERS OF LIBYA AND TUNISIA WILL MEET IN TUNIS ON 
TUESDAY, JUNE 7, UNDER AUSPICES OF ARAB LEAGUE PRESIDENT 
MAHMOUD RIADH, TO REVIEW OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. JUNE 5 MEDIA ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT 
BOURGUIBA WOULD PRESIDE OVER MEETING OF PSD POLITICAL 
BUREAU AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AT 10:00 A.M. MONDAY, 

JUNE 6. 

4. ALL PAPERS JUNE 5 GAVE PROMINENT COVERAGE TO STATEMENT 
OF AHMED MESTIRI, EX-GOT MINISTER AND LEADER OF MODERATE 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC ("LIBERAL ") OPPOSITION GROUP, EXPRESSING 
GENERAL SUPPORT OF GOT IN CONTINENTAL SHELF QUESTION, 

"WHICH TOUCHES SOVEREIGNTY. DIGNITY AND DESTINY OF OUR 
COUNTRY." SPEAKING 

FOR HIS GROUP, MESTIRI REFERRED TO 

AN EARLIER DECLARATION (MARCH 20, 1976) IN WHICH SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS STATED THEY WOULD DEFEND THE STATE IF ATTACKED 
AND THEY WOULD NOT SERVE AS AN INSTRUMENT FOR AN EXTERNAL 
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ACTION AIMED AGAINST THE STATE. NOTING THAT DOMESTIC 
DIFFERENCES MUST BE PUT ASIDE UNTIL THE INDEPENDENCE 
AND SECURITY OF THE STATE ARENO LONGER IN QUESTION, 

MESTIRI ALSO REFERRED TO HIS GROUP'S CONTINUING OPPOSITION 
TO THE JANUARY 1974 JERBA UNITY DECLARATIN AND CALLED 
UPON PRESIDENT TO DEAL WITH THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 
DISPUTE "AT A NATIONAL AND HISTORIC LTOTPUX# DETERMINING 
CHOICES AND OPTIONS IN ORDER TO CLARIFY THE PATH WHICH THE 
TUNISIAN PEOPLE MUST FOLLOW". 

5. COMMENT: QADHAFTS SPEECH HAS NOT BEEN PUBLISHED IN TUNISIA 
ALTHOUGH IT WAS BROADCAST TWICE ON LIBYAN RADIO, WHICH IS EASILY 
HEARD HERE. GOT HAS APPARENTLY CHOSEN TO USE WHAT FEW POSITIVE 
ELEMENTS IT CONTAINED (TRIPOLI 0731) AS A PUBLIC BASIS FOR REOPENING 
NEGOTIATIONS IN HOPES THAT "J.W. BATES" REMOVAL COULD BEACMPLISHED 
PEACEFULLY IN NEXT FEW DAYS. ALL LEVELS OF TUNIS WAN 

SOCIETY ARE CALLING FOR FIRM ACTION FROM THE GOVERNMENT IN DEFENSE 
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OF "LIBYA'S CHALLENGE TO TUNISIAN NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY." ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF NEW NEGOTIATIONS IN RESPONSE TO QADHAFI’S "POSITIVE INIT- 
IATIVE" APPEARS CONCEIVED AS SUCH A DEMONSTRATION OF FIRM ACTION 
WHILE STILL AVOIDING RESORT TO FORCE. 

6. SATURDAY AFTERNOON, FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL TOLD US 
INFORMALLY THAT GOVERNMENT TOWLL WAS DIVIDED AS TO WHAT COURSE OF 
ACTION TO FOLLOW, BUT EVIDENTLY BOURGUIBA HAS DECIDED TO TAKE 
CONCILIATORY TACK ONCE AGAIN. WE DO BELEVE GOT'S NEW EFFORT AT 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH LIBYA IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO CHATTY'S PROMISE TO 
GIVE READING & BATES TEN DAYS (FROM MAY 31) TO CEASE ITS OPERATIONS 
INCONTESTED ZONE (TUNIS 3898) AND THAT THE FUSE IS STILL 

SHORT. 

7. WE HAVE NO FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE ANNOUNCED MEETING BE- 
TWEEN CHATTY AND TURAYKI IN TUNIS ON JUNE 7. IF WE HAVE READ TRIPOLI' 

S 

RESUME OF QADHAFI'S JUNE 2 SPEECH CORRECTLY, THE LIBYAN POSITION DOES 
NOT GIVE MUCH ENCOURAGEMENT TO HOPES THAT TUNISIA AND LIBYA ARE 
CLOSER TO AN ACCORD THAN THEY WERE LAST WEEK. FROM OUR STANDPOINT, 
THE "J.W. BATES" IS STILL A "POOR INSURANCE 
RISK," NOTWITHSTANDING THE GOT'S OFFICIALLY EXPRESSED 
OPTIMISM FOR THE FORTHCOMING TALKS. AS FURTHER INDICATION OF HOW 
SERIOUSLY MATTERS ARE VIEWED HERE, BOURGUIBA'S FORMAL MEETING 
TODAY WITH PARTY'S POLITICAL BUREAU WILL BE FIRST HE HAS HAD 
IN THREE YEARS. 

MULCAHY 
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